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Gunther Friedl is Managing Director of the Dieter Schwarz Stiftung, one of Europe’s leading 
foundations in education, science, and innovation, and Professor of Management 
Accounting at the Technical University of Munich (TUM), currently on leave from his 
academic position. From 2010 to 2024, he served as Dean of the TUM School of 
Management, where he led the school through a period of remarkable international growth 
and transformation. 
 
Under his leadership, the school quadrupled in size to more than 7,000 students, became 
one of Europe’s most international business schools, and achieved Triple Crown 
Accreditation from AACSB, AMBA, and EQUIS — a distinction held by only a small number of 
business schools worldwide. 
 
Gunther has held visiting positions at Stanford University and the Warsaw School of 
Economics. His teaching and research focus on management accounting, corporate 
valuation, governance, sustainability, and innovation. He is particularly passionate about 
building innovation ecosystems that connect universities, entrepreneurship, technology, and 
industry. 
 
He is the author or co-author of more than 120 academic and professional publications, 
including twelve textbooks on accounting, valuation, strategy, and innovation management. 
His work increasingly focuses on how Europe can strengthen its competitiveness in areas 
such as artificial intelligence, deep tech, and sustainable transformation. 
 
Throughout his career, Gunther has advised leading international companies, including 
Apple, BMW, Continental, E.ON, Nissan, NVIDIA, SAP, and Siemens, as well as governments 
and public institutions across Europe on governance, innovation, accounting, and valuation. 
 
His work and perspectives are regularly featured in international and German media, 
including the Financial Times, Handelsblatt, Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, ARD, and ZDF. 
He is also a frequent speaker on leadership, innovation, higher education, and the future of 
Europe’s innovation landscape. 
 
For his contributions to teaching and academic leadership, he has received multiple awards, 
including recognition as Germany’s “Professor of the Year.” 
 


